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Oral function management of Parkinson’s disease (PD)
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ABSTRACT

Parkinson’s disease (PD) is the second most common degenerative neurological disorder after Alzheimer’s disease.
Therefore we frequently encounter the cases in such as home-visit dental treatment. Oral dyskinesia and difficulty of
maintaining mouth-opening pose challenges to various kinds of dental treatment as well as oral hygiene management.
If patient’s posture and oral function disorder progresses, it is often the case that the control of the denture gets
worse and becomes gradually hard to use it. There is dysphagia to a high rate in PD, but that is not necessarily
related to the physical movement disorder. In addition, silent aspiration: aspiration without any outward signs of
swallowing difficulty is often found in some cases. The factors affecting convalescence are as follows: Oral hygiene
management and rehabilitation with regards to dysphagia, oral function management for the supplement of water,
ingesting nourishment and taking medicine management, response to saliva aspiration with dysphagia, salivation
and temporomandibular joint luxation.

The author considers that dentistry should cope with these factors.
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