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Clinical and ethical considerations for prosthetic treatment for older adults in need of care
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ABSTRACT

In prosthetic treatment for elderly patients requiring long-term care, especially when the patient has severe dementia,
consent for treatment is often given by the family on behalf of the patient. There is a concern that the family’s
wishes and the dentist’s sense of ethics may take precedence over the patient’s wishes, which should be given the
highest priority. “Clinical ethics” is a practical science for making decisions from an ethical viewpoint in response
to such conflicts, and it recommends that decisions be made with respect for the presumed intentions of the patient,
with appropriate information and explanations provided to all important parties. The first step in this process is
to communicate unbiased and correct information to the parties concerned. In this article, we consider how to
provide ethically appropriate information and decision-making when providing prosthetic care to elderly patients
who require long-term care.
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